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WARNING NOTICE SENSITIVE SOURCES AND METHOUS OISTRIBUTION
gl Caid INTER WAR IMPOSSIBLE (U)? e -

" SUBJECTS 1S WIN

1? %u: THE CONVENTIONAL WISUOM HERE HA3 ALWAYS HELD THAY WAR
WAS IMPOSSIBLE ON THE GOLAN HEIGHTS DURING THE WINTER MONTHS,
RESTRICTED MCBILITY IN THE MORASS CAUSED BY FALL RAINS AND IN
THE DEEP SNOWS OF WINTER MAVE BEEN CITED, AS MAVE THE BJTTER
~ULD AND LACK OF NATURAL SHELTER. ON 3 OCT, E.G. THE NORTHERHN

MMAND COR, 251 THAY NEXT WAR

2?LE COME EITHER BEFORE SNO®S OR AFTER, BUTfTﬂIL FIGHTING 1§ - .
POSSIBLE ON GOLAN IN WINTER, * e

;T gCNg)LAS LONG AS SYRIA AND ISRAEL BOTH BELIEVED THIS TU - = °

EE THUE, ONE COULD RELAX & LITTLE BETWEEN NOV AND MAR, THERE.

WEVE BEEN REGENT INDICATIONS,THAT A7 LEAST SOME

TSRAELIS ARE BEGINNING TO QUESTIO™ THIS TIME HONORED DICTUM,

THE POSSIBILITY OF A WINTER WAR HMa8 NOT YT BEEN ADDRESSED IN

ANY PUBLIC PRONQUNCEMENT BY GOI DR IDF OFFICIALS, BUT SUME

EMAASSY ANDI 25%1 ] HAVE RECENTLY SUGGESTED POSSIBILITY

THAT SYRIA MIGHT FEEL THAT THIS CONVENTIONAL wISDOM COULU

ENABLE HER TO AGAIN LAUNCA A SURPRISE ATTACK,

3, (CNF) ONE SCENARID THAY HAS BEEN ADVANCEL BY] EEES—

AARED ON SYRIAN ATTACK WITH VERY LIKITED OBJECTIVES== AN ADVANCE

REYOND THE UNDOF ZONE IN KUNEIVTRA AREA, HH!CHAHOULH GIVE SYRIA

CONTROL OF THE THREE RILLS ANQ RECOVER WORE OF THE AGNICULTURAL
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LAND THAT FORMERLY MELPED YO SUPPORT TKE POPULACE OF KUNEITRA,
HE PNSTULATES THAT A WELL PLANNED ATTACK, TAKING ADVANTth OF
WEATHER CONDITIONS THAT PROHIBIT 1AF RECCe OR STRIXE OPs,
t LD PERHAPS ACHIEVE THIS LIMITED OBJECTIVE BEFORE THE ISRAELL
LJULD REACT,
A, (CNF) ON REFLECTION, ONE CAN SEE ADDITIONAL ACYANTAGES YU
*NY  SCENARIO FROW THE SYRIAH POINT OF VItbW, IF ATTALK WAS
" IUE OPED SUDUENLY DURING RLALLY NASTY WEATHER, i, UNDOF
n WOULD PROBABLY RE IN SHELTER, AND THUS RELATIVELY FEW
' N TROOPS WOULD BE ALONG MAIN AXIS OF ATTACK (wHICH
We. »o_ 2*BLY BE RESTRJCTEQTO MAIN ROAD NETWORK), ;F
UCCESs Ji. IN ACHIEVING THEIR LIMITED OBJECTIVE, THE SYRI&N
ARMY COULD SIT TIGHT AND AGREE YO ACCEPT THE INEVITABLE UN
CALL FOR A CEASE FIRE WHILE ISRAEL WOULD HAVE YO THINK TN[CE
ABOUT LAUNCHING AN ALL OUT COUNTER ATTACK IN SUCH AQVERSE
CONDITIONS, CERTAINLY,; SYRIA WOULD PROBABLY EXPECT THAT 6
TSRAEL wOULD BE UNDER INTENSE DIPLOMATIC PRESSURE FROM THE WEST,
YO LYMIT IYS RESPONSE, PARTICULARLY IF SYRIAN SURPRISE wAS
COMPLETE AND INS SUFFERCD FEW CASUALITIES. ON THE DTHER HaNU,
ONE MYST RECGSNIZE THAT IHTERNAL FRESSURE, CALLING FOR RETALIATION
- WDULD ALSO BE INTENSE, THE LONG STANDING ISRAELI ROLICV
£AND PRACTICE) OF EXACTING AT LEAST EQUAL PUNISHMENT FOR
ANY ACTION TAKEN AGAINST HER, MUST ALSO BE CONSLIDERED WHEM
ASSESEING POSSIBLE IDF REACTIONM 70 THIS SQENARIO.
B, (Cn7) A RELATIVE MANDFUL OF PEOPLE GQUESTIONING THE ‘
CONVENTINNMAL RISDOM DQES NOT PRESAGE A v/ BUT 1Y DOQES GIVE
ONE PAUSE FOR THOUGHT, WE ARE ALSO SEI7 .. WITH THE
THOUGHT THAT THE SYRIAM ARMY HAS NOT BEEN NOYED FOR IMAGY =
NATIVE TACTICS (AT LEAST IN THE BQOKS WE READ HEREY WHILE
THE ISRAELTIS HAVE FREGUENTLY TURNED FAILURE INTO SUCCESS
BY DOING THE UNEXPECYED AND MAKINC IMPOGSIBLE APPROACHES
OVER IMPASAABLE TERRAIN (SIC), THUS IT MAY BE THAT A WINTER
ATTACK ON THE GOLAN WOULD BE MORE CONSISTENT wITH THE ISRAFLI
STYLE THAN wITH ThE SYRIANS, IF YQOU FACTOR [N OUR V]IEwW THAY
AN ISRAELY ATTACK IS NOT LIKELY AS LONG AS THERE IS ANY
CHANCE THAT NEGOTIATIGNS MAY SUCCEED AND THAY ISRAEL 13
UNLIKELY T0O ATTACK THROUGH UNDOF. YOU COME BACK Ful.l, CIRCLE
AND CONCLUDE THAT MAYBE A WINTER WAR ON THE GOULAN 18, IN
FACT, HIGHLY UNLIKELY CGORD WKITH AMB,
GDS 34 DEC 80,
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